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Getting Started with Drupal

By Lynda Thater and Neville Richter ©2008
Version 2.0

Tutorial Objective: The objective of thistutorial isto learn some of the basics about
installing and configuring a Drupal website. Drupal is a popular Open Source Content
Management System, with alarge and active developer community. There are many
modules and themes that can add functionality. The system is very flexible and can be
tailored to meet most needs.

During this tutorial, you will learn how to install the Drupal software and setup abasic
website. It will cover setting up atheme, configuring site information, adding modules
for functionality, creating menus and navigation buttons, setting up blocks and creating
your first page of content.

Note: To do thistutorial you'll need the latest copy of Drupal (currently v5.1). Go to

http://www.drupal.org and download the latest version. The documentation for Drupal can

be found at http://drupal.org/handbooks For more detailed information on Drupal
installation, consult INSTALL.txt in the Drupal distribution.

Gf Step One: Installing Drupal

1) Drupal requires that a web server, aswell asa DBMS and PHP scripting are installed
prior to use. Drupal recommends using Apache, MySQL and PHP5. Locate where your

webserver stores web pages (the server’s document root or your public HTML
directory). For example, isit under \htdocsor \www ?

a. Extract or unzip Drupal into that directory. A new directory called drupal-x.x/ where
x.X isthe version number will be created. All the files and directories needed to run

Drupal will be copied into this directory.

b. Rename the Drupal directory to your site name (for example, ecomsite or
yourname).

2) Create the database that Drupal will need for your website.

a.  Go back to your localhost main webpage. Start PhpMyAdmin and in the box under
“Create new database” type the name of your database — make it the same name as

your site name above.
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3) Now you are going to run the Drupal installation script. Type the url
http://local host/yoursitename (replacing yoursitename with the site name you gave your
system in #1b above).

Follow the instructions and enter in the appropriate information as follows:
Database type = mysql

Database name = the name you gave the database in #2 above

Database host = local host

Database username and password — you will need to know the existing passwords or
if isthefirst timeyou are using MySQL, you'll need to add a user through
PhpMyAdmin.

®oo oW

If everything went well, there should be a message to say that Drupal has been installed.
Y ou can click on the link to go to your website.

@ Step Two: Creating the First User Account

4) In the next step you will begin configuring your website.

a. Before anything else, you should create the FIRST Account. Thiswill be your
administrator account. Y ou need an administrator account, because only those users
who are administrators can configure and modify the website. You'll need tologin
as the administrator every time you want to make changes to your website.

b. Click on ‘create thefirst account’ and fill in the information. Write it down so you
don’t forget. When you submit the form, you will probably get an error in red at the
top of the screen. Thisis because the mail system is not installed on your system.

c. Read the green box in the middle of the screen. The system will give you a default
password, so you need to write it down. If you don’t like the password that was
given to you, then enter one you' |l easily remember in the boxes.

d. Read therest of the information on the page, and add any information you want.

Y ou can aways go back to this page later and fill in things like your signature.

e. Remember to SUBMIT the page to save your changes. Everything in Drupal is

forms based, so if you don’t submit the page/form, your changes will be lost.

5) Click on the Home link to return to the home page.

@ Step Three: Configuring Your Drupal Site

6) Now it’stime to configure your website.
a. Click on Administer on the lefthand menu bar.
b. Takealook at the options available. There are several categories for configuration.
o0 Content Management
User Management
Logs
Site Building
Site Configuration

O O OO

Getting Started with Drupal -- Tutorial Page 2 of 15




open4A http://openda.com/e-learning

0 Read the headingsto find out what types of information are configured in each
section.
7) First you will modify the basic site settings. Click on Site Information under the Site
Configuration Section.

a. You should see the following screen.

Home » administer » Site configuration

admin Site information
Create content Afifirais
My accourt IDrupaI
administer The rarne of this web zite.
Content management E-mail address:
Site building |
; ! 3 & valid e-mrall addrezs for this website, usad by the auta-misiler during reagistration, naw pazayord regquad
© Site configuration
Administration Slogan:
theme I

The zlogan of thiz website, Some thermes dizglay a sidgan when available

Clean URLs

Date and time Mission:

Error reporting
File systam
Image toolkit
Input formats
Performance =
= 5 - vaur site's.rmission statement or focus,

Site information

Site maintenance Footer message:

User management
Logs
Help

Log aut

This text will be displayed &t the bottorm of e2ch page: Uzeful for. 2dding a copyright notica to your pags

AnONymous user:

lenonymous

b. Fill inthefollowing information about your site:

- Sitename

- Theadministrator’s email address

- A dogan (if you have one) — like a sub-title

- A mission statement, focus, goals or objectives of the website (some themes will
display this on the front page of your website)

- A footer message (to be displayed at the bottom of every page on your site).

- Saveyour configuration. Notice the site name has changed in the heading.

Getting Started with Drupal -- Tutorial Page 3 of 15




open4A http://openda.com/e-learning

@ Step Four: Changing Your Site Theme

Now you are going to change the way the website looks.

8) Click on Administer, then Themes (under the Site Building section).

Themes Canfigurs

wihat your users see, you may wish to enable anly one theme,

themes/garland

Select which themes are available to your users and specify the default theme. To configure site-wide display settings, click the
"configure” task above, Altemately, to override these settings in a specific themes, cick the "configure” link for the corresponding
thems, Mote that different themes may have different regions available for rehdering content like blacks, If you want consistency in

Screenshot Name Enabled
bluemarine: B
themes/bluemarine

W chameleon: 0
: G themes/chameleon
Garland ~ Fluid Width
iy garland: 7

Default Operations
(o
()
g configure

- By default, only afew themes are installed. Y ou can download more from

http://drupal .org/project/ Themes

9) As an example, you will modify the Garland theme. Y ou can go back later and install
more themes and see which ones suit your website best. But for now, make sure the
Enabled box is checked and the Default choice is highlighted next to the Garland theme.

Click on save configuration at the bottom of the screen.

10)  Now, click on configure next to the Garland theme. Read the options you can modify to
customize your website. Most themes offer these options as standard, and some themes

have more options to select from.

11)  Select aColor Scheme. Find one that appealsto you.

12)  Under Toggle Display, click on the boxes next to the page elements you would like

displayed on your website.

- For example Logo, Site name, Site slogan, Mission statement, Search box, and
Shortcut icon (the little icon displayed on the web browser's navigation toolbar).
- You can aso select whether to allow User picturesin postsand in comments

13)  Next you can upload alogo for your website. Toggle the box in front of "use default
logo" to disable the default Drupal logo. Upload anew logo for your website (initially
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get an image from openclipart.org - later you can create a more appropriate logo for your

website).

14)  Now you can specify whether to use a shortcut icon. Again, you can upload either a new
tiny image or try your existing logo.

15)  Saveyour configuration.

16)  Every time you change atheme, you'll have to configure the new theme.

17)  You can use multiple themes on awebsite and even alow users to decide on which
theme they would liketo see.

18) Installing new themes

As mentioned before, you can download new themes from http://drupal .org/project/Themes

=1 1 v

= [ ecom20009

[ files
= includes

[ mise
I modules
I profiles
[ scriphs

I sites
=R themes
I bluemarine
I chameleon

I engines

I garland
I pushbutton

Toinstall atheme, just uncompress the downloaded file into the
\drupalwebsite\themes subdirectory. The theme will create a new
directory. Please refer to the diagram on the left.

Notice under the themes directory, the themes bluemarine,
chameleon, garland and pushbutton areinstalled. Some themes
require a particular engine to be installed for a theme to work
properly and these are contained in the engines subdirectory.

That’s it for installing themes, very easy.
Now go back to the Administer — Themes webpage and the new

themes you just installed should appear on the screen for you to
configure.

19) Basictheme configuration. To make the theme unique for your website, you can
modify the Cascading Style Sheet code. The CSSfiles are located in the themes
subdirectory. Before continuing, you will need to understand CSS. There are good
tutorials online. For example, try the tutorials at http://www.w3schools.com/css/ or
http://www.csstutorial .net/

a. After gaining an understanding of CSS, read through the CSS attributes in your
theme and become familiar with what is occurring.

b. Try changing some colors (for acolor chart refer to
http://www.somacon.com/p142.php or

http://www.seoconsultants.com/css/colors/web/safe/ . Try to use “web safe”’ colors

on your site.

c. CSSisvery flexible. You might want to look at |lots of themes to see what others
have done, and then copy code from other themes or modify your themeto giveit a
unigue look. For example, you could change the number of columns, position of
headers and footers, or whether the site positions its content in afluid versus static

way.
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@7 Step Five: Adding Content

20) Before going any further, let’s add some content to your website. In the following steps,
you will create the front page.

a) Click on Create Content in the left-hand menu. Note the different types of content that are
currently enabled.

Home

Create content
Choose the approgriate item from the list:
Fage
If you want to add a static page, like a contact page or an about page, Use 3 page,
Story

Stories are arficles in their simplest form: they have a tite, a teaser and a body, but
can be extendad by aother modules, The teaser is part of the body too, Stories may
be used as a personal blog orfor news articles,

b) Click on Pageto create your first page on your website. Give your page atitle and write some

body. Refer to the diagram below. Note that you can type the body in plain text or use html
tags, cssor php.

Submit Page

Title:

|We|c:|:|me to my E-Commerce \Website

Body:

Here you write all the information about your website,

<h1l=You can write it in plain text, or you can use HTML and even C55 or PHP code.<fhil=

<Ul

<liz==<img src="ffilesffirst.jpg" alt="First page"=First page.<fli=
Zli=Second page.</li=
<li=Third page.<fli=

<hrz
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¢) Scroll down the screen until you see the following:

Input format

@ Filtered HTML
Web page addreszes and e-mail addresszes turn into links autamatically,
Allowed HTML tags: <a= <em>= <strong> =cite> <code> <ul= <ol= <lix <dl> <dt= <dd=

Lines and paragraphs break autornatically,

' PHP code

You may post PHP code, ¥ou should include <?php 7= tags,

' Full HTML
Web page addreszes and e-mail addresszes turn into links autamatically,

Lines and paragraphs break autornatically,

More information about formatting options

- By default, you can select from 3 options (you can also add one for plain text aswell). If
you use html or cssin the page body, then use Full HTML mode, otherwise Filtered HTML
(the default) is probably okay.

d) Scroll down some more and expand each section to read the options.
€) When you get to the bottom of the screen, look closely at the Publishing Options.

Publishing DptiDHSE

M published
I pramoted to frant page
I Sticky at top of lists

I create new revision

- Therearefour options:

- Published: You can create content ahead of time and publish or unpublish it without
deleting it from the database.

- Promoted to front page: Since you want to make this page the front page of your website,
tick the “ Promoted to front page box”. Thiswill display the content on the first page.

- Sticky at top of lists: If you want this node to appear first in any lists, forums, blogs or first
on a page, enable this box.

- Createnew revision: If you make substantial changes to an existing page, you might want
to keep past versionsto keep a history.

f) Saveyour changes and view the new home page.
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@ Step Six: Adding Functionality with Modules

21) Now it stime to add some extra functionality beyond the default setup. Click on Administer,
and then under Site Building, click on Modules.

a) Read through thelist and discover the wide variety of modules that are supplied by default.
b) Enable Blog, Book and Poll. Save your configuration.

¢) Click on Create Content on the left-hand menu and you' |l see that you can now add a Blog
entry, abook page and apoll. You can try these out now.

Home

Create content
Choose the appropriate item from the list:
Blog entry
A-blog is a regularly updated journal or diary made up of Individual posts shown in reversed chronological order, Each member of
the site may create and maintain a blog,
Book page
A ook is a collabarative writing effort: users can collaborate writing the pages of the book, positioning the pages in the right
order, and reviewing or modifying pages previously wrtten, So when you have some information to share or when you read a pagse
of the book and you didin't like it, or if you think a certain page could have been written better, you can do something about it

Page
Ifyou want to add a static page, like a contact page or an about page, Use 3 page,

Pall
A poll is a multiple-cholce queston which wisitors can vote on,

Stary
Stories are articles in their simplest form: they have a title, a teaser and a body, but can be extended by other modules, The teaser

I5 part of the body toho, Staries may be used as a personal blog or for news articles,

22) Downloading and I nstalling new modules. There are numerous modules which have been
written by Drupal developers. They are located at http://drupal .org/project/Modules . Go to the
Drupal website and take alook at the modules that are available.

a) Now, you are going to add the lmage module so you can upload images and add them to
your website content.

= Download the Image module from http://drupal .org/project/image . Make sure you get
the appropriate version for the Drupal software you are running.

= Extract thefile you just downloaded into \yoursitename\modules

= Click on Administer, then click on Modules (under the section Site Building). Scroll
down to the bottom, and you should see options for the Image Module (similar to the
following diagram).
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Enabled M™Mame  Version Description

allows uploading, resizing and viewing of images.
¥ Image S.x-1.0 Required by: Image Attach (dizabled), Irmage Gallery
[dizabled), Irmage Irmport (disabled)

Allows easy attaching of image nodes to other content

Image
W S.-1.0 types,
Attach Depends on! Image (disabled)
Image Allows su:ur't.lng and displaying of image galleries based
W S.x-1.0 on categories,
Gallery Depends on: Image (disabled), Tazanomy (enabled]
I Allows batches of images to be imported from a
mage .
W S.x-1.0 directory on the server.
Import

Depends an: Image (dizabled)

b) Tick the four boxes that are associated with the | mage module and save your configuration.
Please note that the description tells you information about what the module does, plus any
requirements or dependencies on other modules. When installing new modules, always
make sure you have any other required modules, or the installation will fail.

¢) Now you will create animage gallery. But, first you need to configure the Image module.
Click on Administer, Ste Configuration and you will see some new options that are
associated with the Image module you just installed. For example, the following are added
when you installed the Image module:

Image
Image module settings.

Image attach
Enable image attach for content

Image gallery
Configure appearance of image galleries,

Image import
Change settings for the Image Import module,

Image toolkit
Choose which image toolkit to use if you have installed optional toolkits,

Input formats

Configure how content input by users is filkered, including allowed HTML ta

d) Click on each of the Image Module settings (as listed above) and modify if necessary. Make
sure that for Image Attach, the default is set to Enabled (so images can be attached).
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e) Click on Administer, Content Management and click on Image Galleries. Click on Add

Gallery to get to the following screen:

Haorme » &dminister » Content rmanagement I

Image galleries List

Gallery name: *

|Product Pictures
The narme iz used to identify the gallary,

Description:

Photos and images of products for sale on this website,

The description can be used to provide more information about the image gallary,

Parent: *

I oot vI

Irmage galleries may be nested below other galleries.

Weight:
..

When listing galleries, those with with light (srnall) weights get listed before containers with heavier

[larger) weights, Galleries with equal weights are zorted alphabetically,

Subrnit |

f)

9)

Give your gallery aname, provide a description, and since thisisthefirst gallery, its parent
is<root>. You can create further image galleries and categorize them and link them
together in a hierarchical format. Also, you can give your image gallery aweighting. This
means when multiple galleries are listed, the galleries with smaller weights are listed first,
and higher-numbered weights are listed later in thelist. Save your configuration.

Now you can upload some imagesinto your gallery. Click on Create Content on the left-
hand menu and Click on I mage to add an image to your galery.
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h) Fill in the appropriate information (title and body text), select the image gallery you just
created from the pull-down list and click on Browse to find an image to upload. Click on

Submit to save the information.

Harme reate oontent

Submit Image

Title: *

[T-Shirt

Image:
IZ Yopehclipartclipartpeoplebelathing't-shit_

Browse..,

"to seled: an image to upload,

Click "Brovwse,.."

Image Galleries:

iznonex =l
= Nonez

Input format

23) After uploading the image, the node will be displayed. If you notice any errors, you can click
on Edit to modify the image. In the next section, you will add some navigation to easily get to

your new image gallery.

Edit Diutline

T-Shirt

The frmage has been updated,

Thu, 04/19/2007 - 00:09 — adrun

This is.a black t-shirt for sale. It comes in sizes 5, M, L, «L. Cost: $5.00

&dd new comment  thumbnail  original
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Step Seven: Adding M enus and Navigation

24) To add the Image Galleries to the left-hand menu, click on Administer, and Under Site
Building, click on Menus.

a) Hafway down the page, under Navigation, look for Image Galleries

Forums (disabled) enahle
Image galleries (disabled) Mo enahble reset
Folls (disabled) Mo enahle

]

b) Notice how it iscurrently disabled. Click on enable. Review the information on the screen
and Submit.

c) Look at the left-hand menu. Image Galleries should appear as an option. Click on it and
you should be taken to the page that lists the image gallery you created in a previous step.

d) Look at the URL in the navigation toolbar of your browser. Write down the url for the
image galleries page, it should be yoursitename/ ?g=image. Y ou will use this information

in the next step.
25) Now, to add alink to the Image Galleriesin the Header, at the top of the screen, there
should be some text that saysto “Edit primary links’. Click on this._ &
'

Edit pnmary links

D009 Project

Horme » Adruristar » Site ouiding

Menus Add menu Add menwu itam Sattings

Menus are a collection of inks {menu items) used to navigate a website. The list(s)
below display the currently available menus along with their menu items. Select an
operation from the list to manage each menu or menu item.

[rmore help,..]

Primary links
Edit
Delete

Add item

Menu item Expanded Operations

Mo mend items defined.
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- Tomodify the primary links, click on Add item under Primary Links. Fill in the following
information to create a primary link to the Image Galleries.

Edit menu item

Title: *
|Image Galleries

The narme of the menu iter.

Description:
|f-‘« link to our online galleries

The description displaved when hovering over a menu itarm,

Path: *

|image
The path this menu itern links to, This can be an internal Drupal path such as rededsdd or an external
URL such as M fdrupal.org, Enter <front> to link to the front page.

r Expanded

If zelected and thiz menu itern has children, the menu will alwayz appear expanded.

Parent item:
|F‘rimar@.f links ;l

Weight:

[o =

COptional, In the menu, the heavier iterns will sink and the lighter iternz will be positioned nearer the

top,

Note: that the Path to the image gallery is “image’. Remember in the previous step you found
that url for the image gallery was “?g=image”. Y ou don’t need to put the “?g=" in the path, this
will be assumed.

26) In future when making menu items, you can have links to Internal nodes, External nodes or
websites or the front page.

For example:
<front> - links to the front page of the website
node/add - takes you to the create content page
node/1 - takes you to the first node you created
image - takes you to the image gallery index list

image/tid/1l - takesyou to the first image gallery you created
http://www.abc.com - takes you to abc.com!

27) Move around your website, clicking on different pages while noticing the URL at the top.
a) Create some Menu Items with these urls until you become familiar with how it works.
b) Addalink to your home page in the Primary Links.
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%7 Step Eight: Confiquring Blocks

28) In Drupal, the website screen is split into regions. For example, header, footer, and left and
right sidebars. Modules generate blocks, but they can also be created manually.

29) Click on Administer, Site Building and Blocks to view the blocks that are currently enabled.

Block Region Weight Operations
Left sidebar
LUser login |Ieft sidebar j |III j configure
Mavigation Eleft sidebar | |III j configure

< onex

Disabled right sidebar
content
Active forum topics header II:I vI configure
footer
Book navigation |<:n|:|r'|e:=- j |III j configure
Latest image | Edalnlgl=p j | 0 j configure
Most recent poll |<:r'u:|r'|e:=~ | |III =l configure
Mew forum topics | <none= =l [0 =l configure

a) Asyou can see, only the User login and Navigation are enabled in the Left Sidebar.
b) Move the User Login to the Header by using the pull-down list.
c) Enable“Who's Online” and “Who's New” and put them in the left sidebar.

d) Click on*“Save Blocks’ at the bottom and view the changes on the screen.
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30) You can aso use Blocks to create and place anew Menu for navigation.

a) Click on Administer, Site Building and Menus. Click on“Add Menu” at the top to create a
new menu. All you have to do at this point, is give your menu aname, eg. SHOPPING and
save the menu.

b) Click on“Add Menu Item” to add an item to your SHOPPING menu. For now, just point to
the Image Gallery you created previously. Remember the path = image.

31) The menu module created a new block, called SHOPPING. Now you have to enableit and tell
Drupal whereto display it.

a) Back at the Blocks screen (Administer — Site Building — Blocks), look for the block you just
created in the previous step. Use the pull-down menu to select in which region the new
block should display. For example, put it in the left-sidebar. Click on Save Blocks.

SHOPPIMG E::nn:une;- Ll | 0 ;I configure  delete
“nonez
Syndicate left sidehar I a vI configure

right sidebar

rrrntont

b) Click on the Home button and review your website. A menu item for SHOPPING should
appear in the left-sidebar.

W Step Nine: Learn Some M or el

Okay, that’sit for now. So far, you have learned alot about Drupal in this session. Y ou now know
how to install the Drupal software, setup atheme, configure site information, add modules for
functionality, create menus and navigation buttons, setup blocks and create content. Y our next step
isto download themes and modules from the Drupal website (http://www.drupal.org).
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